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Time Off to Vote
Employees who begin their work less than three hours after the polls open (7 AM) 
and finish less than three hours before the polls close (7 PM) are entitled to two hours 
leave to vote. You must give notice the day before the election and must provide proof 
of voting to not have your pay reduced. The employer can set the time the employee 
can leave to vote.

Voter Requirement Information
The proof of identity law requires every voter who votes in person at the precinct 
polling place or during early voting at the County Election Board to show proof of 
identity before receiving a ballot.

There are three ways to prove your identity.

1. PHOTO IDENTIFICATION

A document used for proof of identity must have been issued by the U. S. government, 
the State of Oklahoma, or a federally recognized tribal government.

The law requires a document used for proof of identity for voting to contain the 
following information:

• The name of the person to whom it was issued

• A photograph of the person to whom it was issued

• An expiration date that is after the date of the election, unless the identification is 
valid indefinitely

The law requires the voter’s name on the proof of identity document to “substantially 
conform” to the voter’s name in the Precinct Registry. In other words, your name on 
your proof of identity must match your name in the Precinct Registry.

2. COUNTY ELECTION BOARD VOTER IDENTIFICATION CARD

In addition, voters may use the free voter identification card they received by mail 
from the County Election Board when they registered to vote. The law allows use of 
the voter identification card even though it does not include a photograph.

3. AFFIDAVIT WITH PROVISIONAL BALLOT

If you do not have or if you refuse to show proof of identity, you may vote by 
provisional ballot and prove your identity by signing a sworn affidavit. Provisional 
ballots are sealed inside special envelopes and are not put through the voting device.  
After election day, County Election Board officials will investigate the information 
provided by the voter on the affidavit and either will approve the provisional ballot for 
counting or will reject it based on the outcome of that investigation. Name, address, 
birth date, Oklahoma driver license number or last four digits of the voter’s Social 
Security number and precinct must match the information in the voter registration 
database to be approved.

This Voter Guide is published by the League of Women 
Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa. The League has a long tradition of publishing the ver-
batim responses of candidates to questions important to voters. The League offers 
this Voter Guide to help citizens make informed decisions at the polls. The League of 
Women Voters never supports or opposes any candidate.

Candidates who drew no opponents and candidates who drew opponents from their 
own party and were elected in the June 26th primary or the August 28th run-off elec-
tions will not be on the General Election ballot and are not listed in this guide.

Every candidate in Tulsa County was sent an invitation to participate and those who 
responded received a link to Vote411.org in order to input their answers to ques-
tions and to provide biographical information. The League neither edits material nor 
changes spelling, punctuation, or grammar of candidate submissions.

Five state questions will appear on the ballot but are not covered in this 
guide. For comprehensive information about the state questions you may visit  
http://www.okvoterguide.com or pick up a print edition of The Oklahoma Voter 
Guide at any public library in Tulsa County

On occasion, the League of Women Voters decides to oppose or favor initiatives that 
appear on the ballot when warranted by League public policy positions adopted af-
ter extensive study. In such cases, the League’s stance will be detailed in a separate 
publication.

The League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa provides complete voting infor-
mation on our website at http://www.lwvtulsa.org

Lastly, check out http://www.vote411.org to create your own personalized ballot 
and go into the voter booth informed and prepared!

Election Day Voting
Polls open at 7 a.m. on Election Day and remain open until 7 p.m. If you are in line 
by 7 p.m. you can vote. You can vote in person at your polling place in the precinct in 
which you live.

There are three ways to find your precinct:

• Look at your Voter Identification Card for the name and address of the polling place

• Go to Vote411.org

• Use the Oklahoma Election Board’s Online Voter Tool at  
https://services.okelections.us/voterSearch.aspx

In-person absentee voting for the General Election will take place as follows:

Locations:

• Tulsa County Election Board, 555 N. Denver, Tulsa, Oklahoma

• Hardesty Public Library, 8316 E. 93rd St, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Times:

• Thursday, November 1, 2018 – 8:00 am. – 6:00 pm

• Friday, November 2, 2018 – 8:00 am – 6:00 pm

• Saturday, November 3, 2018 – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Absentee Voting
The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot is 5:00 pm on Wednesday, October 31st, 

2018.
 Here are two options for you to obtain the Absentee Ballot Application:
• Complete and submit on-line at this link:  

https://services.okelections.us/AbsenteeApplication/
•Download a copy to your computer and print it out and mail it in:  

http://go2l.ink/1u18

For more information about the absentee voting process and for locations for early 
voting check the following website:
https://www.ok.gov/elections/Voter_Info/Absentee_Voting/index.html
 
Employees who begin their work less than three hours after the polls open (7 AM) and 
finish less than three hours before the polls close (7 PM) are entitled to two hours leave 
to vote. You must give notice the day before the election and must provide proof of 
voting to not have your pay reduced. The employer can set the time the employee can 
leave to vote.
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 3

Crista Patrick
Phone: 
(918) 810-3376

Address: 
1924 North Joplin Avenue  
Tulsa, OK 74115

Website(s): 
www.facebook.com/Friends-For-Crista-
Patrick-251746988729172/

Email:  
cristac.patrick@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Dawson Neighborhood Association, 
Mentor to Tulsa’s young theatre 
professionals

Education:  
Bachelors of Arts and Master of Fine 
Arts from the University of Tulsa

Professional Experience:  
I am district 3 born and bread, owned my 
own small business, Massage by Crista 
for 25 years. I am also a professor and 
costume shop manager at the University 
of Tulsa for 12 years. I teach, manage 
workers, budgets, and supplies as well 
as produce costumes for all stage shows 
in the theatre department. I am known 
for coming in under budget and ahead 
of schedule all while providing a calm 
positive atmosphere in a deadline driven 
world.

Questions

Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised “Vision” plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue?
A: I do believe that the 2025 plan with its program funding addressed many of the 
issues brought up in 2020. The fact that 80% of those programs will be finished in 5 
years with the rest in 15 is no small thing.However we cant stop there. as was discussed 
in the original vision statement, we need to look at connecting every part of the city 
more effectively. I feel strongly that we need greater focus on refurbishing the existing 
neighborhoods. As Tulsa grows and ages there are more and more neighborhoods in need 
of care and attention. Properties left in neglect lead to all kinds of public safety concerns. 
As Tulsa spreads her wings we do not want to loose what makes her great, Community. 
We need to focus on reconnecting communities, geographically, economically and most 
importantly through humanity. We need more quality public transportation, more 
diversified local economics and more community in community. let us work together to 
create more for all of Tulsa. 

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business:
A: Honestly it will depend a great deal on the State and then also County regulations. 
However if we are only talking about medical marijuana dispensaries it should fall under 
the same guidelines as any pharmacy. Only people with prescriptions should have access to 
the medicine. 

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why?
A: The City just updated the Zoning and Building codes this last year. I feel that we need to 
work with new codes for a longer period of time to know what will work well and what may 
need to change further. I believe the City has worked hard at streamlining these processes 
to make them much more user friendly while still safeguarding the public.

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?
A: Sadly not a lot unless the state were to pass a law allowing us to seek other means. It is 
mandated that the City must use only sales tax and fees for its general operating fund. We 
can and do seek out grant funding for specific capitol improvements, and where allowed 
have some joint funding ventures, such as the city county libraries and parks. However, 
because our hands are tied we need to encourage more local spending and local economic 
development in order to ensure our budget is adequate for our expanding population.

TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 3

Justin Rolph 
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Facebook:

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Questions

Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue?

A: - no response -
Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business:
A: - no response -
Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why?
A: - no response -
Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?
A: - no response -

Tulsa City Council
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 4

Kara Joy McKee 
Phone: 
(918) 845-9188

Address: 
1611 S Utica Ave  
Tulsa, OK 74104 
NUM 530

Website(s): 
www.kj4tulsa.com 
www.facebook.com/KJoyMcKee/ 
www.twitter.com/KJoyMc

Email:  
kj@kj4tulsa.com

Volunteer Service: 
Iron Gate 2018-current 
Tulsa Reading Partners 2018-current 
Kendall Whittier Incorporated 
Community Garden Coordinator 2015-
2017 & Board Member 2015-current 
Oklahoma Policy Institute Advocacy 
and SPI volunteer 2011-2013 and 
2017-current 
Commonwealth Urban Farms Member/
Volunteer (2011-2012) 
Oklahoma Food Coop Member/Volunteer 
(2004-2009) 
Norman Music Festival Management 
team (2009-2012) 
Healthy Community Coalition Member 
(2008-2011) 
Norman Sustainability Network 
Founding Member/Steering Committee 
(2005-2011) 
City of Norman Community Development 
Block Grants Policy Committee 
Representative/2007 -2009 Co-Chair) 
Oklahoma Sustainability Network Board 
Member/2008 Conference Chair (2005-
2017) 
Norman Groovefest Board Member/ 
Facilitator (2004-2008) 
Ninos de la Calle Gardening Instructor 
(2005-06) 
City of Norman Bicycle Master Plan 
Advisory Committee Representative/2004 
The Green Corn Organization Member/ 
President ‘05-’07 (2004-2007)

Education:  
University of Oklahoma- Anthropology 
and Botany BA Universidad San 
Francisco de Quito- Ethnobotany, 
Spanish, Jazz

Professional Experience:  
Oklahoma Policy Institute- Together 
Oklahoma Outreach and Advocacy 
Coordinator

Kendall Whittier Incorporated- Executive 
Director

Oklahoma Food Cooperative- General 
Operations Manager

Food and Shelter For Friends- Financial 
Assistance and Special Programs 
Coordinator

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original 
and revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of 
the Vision 2020 plan to pursue?

A: The most far-reaching crisis in Tulsa and all of Oklahoma in recent years has been 
the loss of many of the best teachers and programs in our public schools. While state 
funding cuts are primarily responsible for this crisis, the Vision plan includes important 
measures to help Tulsa look out for our own schools - in particular the teacher retention, 
recruitment, and training initiative through a partnership with three major Tulsa-area 
districts. For the future sustainable growth and livability of Tulsa, some of the most 
important pieces in the Vision plan include the completion of priority projects Identified 
in the Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan and development of bus rapid transit lines and 
a multi-modal transit hub. These work together to ensure that pedestrian and bike 
commuters can safely get to and from transit lines that conveniently deliver them to any 
destination in the city.

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will 
require additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the 
modifications to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line 
of business:

A: The development of zoning codes for medical marijuana will need to proceed 
in interaction with the state rules recently approved by the Oklahoma Health 
Department and any legislative changes to those rules and laws that are likely to 
occur during the 2019 legislative session. With so many factors at play, it’s difficult 
to say exactly what Tulsa will need to do, but I believe that representatives at all 
levels of government should follow the will of the voters who approved the sale and 
use of marijuana as a medical product -- which means modeling the regulation of this 
new industry more on how currently regulate pharmacies than on how we regulate 
recreational drugs like alcohol and tobacco.

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be 
and why?

A: I would like to reform the requirement of minimum lot sizes, which can disallow 
smaller, more affordable homes and lots. Relaxing these restrictions could give builders 
and landowners flexibility to build more affordable homes on smaller lots for Tulsans 
who are looking for these options, including seniors, individuals with disabilities, young 
single workers, childless couples, and others.

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?

A: Oklahoma is the only state in the whole country where cities are funded entirely 
by sales taxes and fees. This creates several problems, including the rapid growth 
of costly tax incentives because so much is at stake over decisions to locate a retail 
store in Tulsa or in a nearby suburb, as well as an unbalanced tax mix that has 
given Oklahoma some of the highest sales taxes in the nation. Tulsa cannot fix this 
by ourselves since it will require a change in state law, but I will advocate for the 
Legislature to give cities more flexibility to include ad valorem and income taxes in 
their revenue mix. Accomplishing this will require a large campaign, coordinated 
with other cities and and individuals across the state, but my years with Oklahoma 
Policy Institute and Together Oklahoma have given me direct experience rallying 
Oklahomans to advocate for sensible tax and budget policies
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 4

Daniel Regan
Phone: 
(918) 973-0797

Address: 
1231 S. Quaker Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74120

Website(s): 
www.reganfortulsa.com 
www.facebook.com/ReganForTulsa/

Email:  
reganfortulsa@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Daniel currently serves on the boards of 
the Foundation for Tulsa Public Schools, 
Tulsa’s Great Raft Race, and Oklahoma 
Academy. He has previously served as 
the President of TARC, as the Chairman 
of TYPros, on the advisory board of 
FabLab Tulsa, on the boards of Tulsa 
Community Foundation, VisitTulsa, 
Tulsa Sports Commission, The Forge, 
Downtown Coordinating Council, Tulsa 
Regional Chamber, and the Center for 
Legislative Excellence.

Education:  
Bachelors of Business Administration 
from Oklahoma State University

Professional Experience:  
Daniel’s professional experience began 
20 years ago when he began working 
in his family’s metal fabrication studio, 
Garden Deva Sculpture Co., which 
has always been located in the heart 
of District 4. It was at Garden Deva 
that he quickly learned the value of 
entrepreneurship and the skills of the 
family trade; working from grinding 
station to the paint booth and drafting 
table to the welding station. He also 
functioned as a managing partner of the 
company following his graduation from 
OSU-Tulsa; and served as everything 
from the head janitor to the director of 
HR to the sales manager and budgeting 
director. Today, Daniel serves as the 
Executive Vice President at Price 
Family Properties, and in that role he 
works with hundreds of businesses of all 
sizes to help make sure that they have 
the resources required to grow and be 
successful.

Questions

Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue?
A: While there are so many great aspects of the Vision 2020 package that need to 
be prioritized and implemented, I am most excited about the impact that economic 
development investments will have on our community’s future. The transit and safety 
investments that the citizens of Tulsa made will also be transformational for the impact 
of those authorities and departments. 

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business:
A: As the 30th State to enact such measures, I am thankful that we can look to best 
practices around our Country for what works and what does not. We must be mindful 
of unintended consequences and serve the decision of our citizens to make medical 
marijuana law. We can do that by working with our planning department to set 
necessary zoning requirements in place. 

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why?
A: One simple thing I would like to see changed in the zoning code is the current 
restrictions on signage in the majority of downtown Tulsa. We used to have many unique 
and innovative sign displays throughout the heart of our city, like Atlas Life, Renbergs 
and many others, and the current additional restrictions that were put in place on those 
Tulsa businesses who want to re-invigorate our urban core with a sign at their place of 
business is an unnecessary barrier. 

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?
A: We must work with our legislators to find options which will put us on a level playing 
field with our other states and cities. Tulsa is one of the largest cites in the United 
Sates to rely primarily on sales tax for our revenues. Simply put, it is an antiquated and 
volatile funding source, and it does not allow us to plan and invest in the ways that will 
allow us to lead the way in quality community investments. One of the most common and 
stable funding sources for municipal budgets is additional millage in ad valorem funding. 
By working with our legislature to draft legislation which changes the State Constitution 
and allows municipalities to have alternate funding source options to just sales tax, 
such as ad valorem or other funding sources, we can put ourselves on a more stable and 
competitive footing for the future.
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 5

Mykey Arthrell
Phone: 
(918) 508-3816

Address: 
1747 S Erie Pl 
Tulsa, OK 74112

Website(s): 
www.ArthrellforDistrict5.city 
www.facebook.com/MykeyforDistrict5

Email:  
Mykey@ArthrellforDistrict5.city

Volunteer Service: 
On the Children’s Justice Act Task Force 
awarding federal money to training of 
DHS, Police, and Judges in the best way 
to help children in abuse and neglect 
cases. Our Whole Lives (OWL) educator 
at All Souls Unitarian Church.

Education:  
Bachelors Degree in Social Science and 
Education from the Evergreen State 
College in Washington State

Professional Experience:  
15 years experience in direct service 
crisis and advocacy work. Outreach at 
Austin Health Department, Training 
and resources staff at the Crisis Clinic, 
Shelter Advocate at a Domestic violence 
Shelter in Washington State.

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original 
and revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of 
the Vision 2020 plan to pursue?

A: Teacher training and retention is a specific area of vision 2020 I would like to en-
sure. And Safety First should be expanded to include more bus routes for the schools.

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require ad-
ditional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business:

A: We will need to wait and see what the State Health Department out lines before we 
know what we can do as a community. They have a lot of work to do and I don't think 
we have enough information to speculate on the council’s role until the state submits 
its guidelines. However I would like to think the city will not add any additional re-
strictions to the states guidelines.

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be 
and why?

A: I would upgrade the standards of our city's water and sewage lines along the major 
road ways to ensure road crews are making improvements not just fixing broken pipes.

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?

A: We need to focus on bring people back to Tulsa from the surrounding area by mak-
ing it more appealing to shop and live in the city. Additional revenue sources are very 
unlikely to occur but making Tulsa appealing is a win win.

TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 5

Cass Fahler
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Facebook:

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue? 
A: - no response -
Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business: 
A: - no response -
Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why? 
A: - no response -
Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees? 
A: - no response -

TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Ellouise Cochrane
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Professional Experience: 

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue? 
A: - no response -
Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business: 
A: - no response -
Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why? 
A: - no response -
Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees? 
A: - no response -
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Brandon McCombs
Phone: 
(918) 314-4761

Address: 
6377 S. 86th E. Ave. 
Tulsa, OK, 74133

Website(s): 
www.facebook.com/Brandon-
McCombs-City-Council-District-7-
302229823921953/?ref=br_rs

Email:  
pbmccombs@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Parents and Teachers Association 
President at Grove Elementary, Union 
High School Men’s Soccer Booster Club 
President, Burning Tree Home Owner’s 
Association President, Served the 
homeless and impoverished patrons of 
Tulsa since 2009

Education:  
Master’s Degree in Theology from Slidell 
Baptist Seminary, Slidell, Louisiana 
High School Degree from Union Public 
Schools, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Professional Experience:  
Pastor, Soccer Coach, Small Business 
Owner, Non-Profit Organization co-
founder and vice-president, Community 
Leader

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue?
A: I believe Safety First is a great initial step in creating a partnership between the 
city and our schools. I believe in supporting our public education system. By giving our 
schools and educators the support they need, we will continue to ensure Tulsa to be a 
growing and thriving community for years to come. Adding the South Mingo Corridor 
benefits residential, commercial, and educational needs within our city. This addition 
will contribute to future economic development and it will address the burden and 
alleviate the burden of traffic.
Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business
A: Within the current zoning regulations, shops cannot be within 1,000 feet of schools. 
I believe this distance should be expanded and other public areas which include minors 
needs to be discussed. By working together for the common goal of Tulsa, we can 
continue to improve the health and quality of life for our community.
Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why?
A: I support the change to allow driveway widths to be calculated to be no more than 
50% of the front lot. We need to continue to listen to the residents of Tulsa and continue 
to make Tulsa a world-class city. When it comes to changing the zoning code we need to 
stick to the values that make Tulsa a world-class city: work and high expectations. By 
working together and expecting excellence in everything we do, Tulsa will continue to 
prosper.
Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?
A: The city’s general fund relies heavily on sales tax. By looking at the numbers over the 
past few years, the overall sales tax continues to fluctuate, making it hard to project for 
the up-coming year and budget. Working with city and community leaders, an additional 
source of income can be created and utilized to support the general fund to make Tulsa a 
bountiful place to live and visit.

TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Elliott L. Parker  
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Facebook:

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Questions

Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue? 
A: - no response -
Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business 
A: - no response -
Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why? 
A: - no response -
Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees? 
A: - no response -
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Michael Patton
Phone: 

Address: 
6849 S. 56th Street 
Tulsa, OK 74145

Campaign Address: 
PO Box 35773  
Tulsa, OK 74153

Website(s): 
www.MichaelforTulsa.com 
www.facebook.com/michaelfortulsa/

Email:  
recyclemichael@yahoo.com

Volunteer Service: 
Up With Trees, Tulsa International 
Mayfest, Oklahoma Recycling 
Association, League of Women Voters 
Tulsa, Tulsa Garden Center, TulsaNow, 
Ozone Alert, Tulsa Chamber Business 
and Environment task force, Sungate 
Neighborhood, Sign Abatement Task 
Force

Education:  
Will Rogers High School 1976 
Baker University B.A. 1980

Professional Experience:  
30 years in non-profit management 
working with local governments for 
recycling, litter clean up, haz-waste 
collection, air quality, and protection of 
green space

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue?
A: I am pleased that City staff under Mayor G.T. Bynum were able to advance fund and 
project that 80% of the 37 projects will be completed in the first five years. The economic 
development project of most concern to the citizens of District 7 is the Mingo widening. 
I plan to stay abreast of this project and communicate to the residents and businesses 
so they can adapt. The second project approved by the voters that is of interest to me 
is partnership with Public Schools. This was an innovative approach to finding ways 
that the City can help with one of the most pressing concerns for all Tulsans. 2019 
shows major work to be started on many projects that should bring quick returns on our 
investments. Included in these crucial projects is renovation of the Cox Business Center 
and Tulsa Fairgrounds. Tulsa needs to continue to be strategic in investing in projects 
that can also bring additional dollars to our local economy.

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business 
A: State question 788 stated that “no city or municipality may unduly change or restrict 
zoning regulation to prevent a retail marijuana shop”. It does say that such shops cannot 
be within 1,000 feet of a public or private school entrance. Others have said that retail 
marijuana shops should be treated like a pharmacy which can be built anywhere in 
commercially zoned areas. Mayor G.T. Bynum has said that his staff is beginning to look 
at best practices from other cities in the 30 states where medical marijuana is available. 
I support taking time to research the zoning and regulations to be consistent with 
reasonable laws found elsewhere.

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why?
A: I want to push for committing to the Comprehensive Plan’s calling for “innovative 
parking solutions” that promote people-oriented places, multi-modal options and 
sustainability. Parking minimums as part of the zoning codes need to be eliminated or 
drastically changed to allow individual parking demands. I also supported the actions of 
the City Council August 29th that allows property owners along the Bus Rapid Transit 
corridors to apply voluntarily for MX (mixed use) zoning. It is this kind of flexibility and 
willingness to work with willing landowners that will keep our city developing while 
maintaining rights of neighbors. I also want to continue the discussions from PlaniTulsa 
that called for certain areas to adopt Form-based codes. We have always focused on users 
of buildings more than the way the building interact with the other buildings and street. 
District 7 will never become the walkable parts of town like Cherry Street or Brookside, 
but Tulsa can embrace both styles.

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?
A: One third of revenue for the City of Tulsa comes from sales tax. The general fund 
receives 2 cents for operations and 1.65 cents for capital and vision projects. Combined 
these are projected to be $280 million dollars this fiscal year. The remaining two thirds 
of budget revenue comes from Use tax, Franchise tax, Hotel/Motel tax and revenue from 
enterprise accounts like utility services. That source of funding is too unstable for good 
planning and management. Unfortunately, Oklahoma state law does not allow for cities 
and towns to use a much more stable and fair source like property tax. I believe there is 
value in trying to identify a connection with who pays the tax and who benefits from it 
and property taxes show how public services like education parks, and transportation 
are higher because these services raise property values. Tulsa area officials have lobbied 
for changes to the state law for years. Those efforts should be multiplied and this issue 
should become a top priority for local leaders.
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TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Ken Reddick
Phone: 
(918) 850-4713

Address: 
5008 S. 85th East Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74145

Website(s): 
www.reddick4citycouncil.com 
www.fb.com/kenreddickforcitycouncil7

Email:  
ken.reddick@cox.net

Volunteer Service: 
Over 400 hours in 2017-2018 of volunteer 
service with Sheridan Christian Center. 
Served as Head Usher with Sheridan 
Church. Served as member of leadership 
with Sheridan Youth. Current Board 
Member of Regency Park HOA.

Education:  
Allen High School Associated Builders 
and Contractors 2015 
Currently seeking transfer degree 
in Business Administration for the 
University of Tulsa, TCC. 
Certified Project Manager, PMP qualified

Professional Experience:  
12 years experience in electrical utilities 
construction. Department Supervisor 
for PSO/AEP contractor. Currently 
electrician for Physical Plant University 
Of Tulsa.

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original 
and revised plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue? 
A: Obviously for District 7 I would say that the South Mingo Corridor is the most 
important plan to pursue. I believe it is a much needed update to the area and will 
help continue the economic growth in this region. That being said, as a father of two 
children in our public schools I would like to see a more active councilor for our dis-
trict with the money set aside for Tulsa Community College Career Placement project. 
I would like to see this program’s scope grow to include classes taking place in Tulsa 
Public Schools and a career path councilor being onsite. I believe it is important for 
Tulsa to have a more active role with higher education for our children. We need busi-
nesses to partner with educators to help build curriculum that will serve Tulsa and lo-
cal industry. Tulsa has a problem with keeping its educated youth. I believe this would 
be a great program to emphasize as the next District 7 City Councilor.

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require ad-
ditional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business 
A: Honestly, this one is difficult to take on because State Question 788 was very clear  
when talking about retail store regulations. Obviously a retail location cannot be with-
in 1000 feet of a school, public or private. This will take an entire council that is willing 
to sit down with local dispensary license holders and come to reasonable agreements 
on zoning codes. Maybe we could discuss signage and marketing of a business loca-
tion. I would like to see dispensaries located in office buildings along side other medical 
professionals. The city at this point cannot infringe upon their rights to operate their 
business. This has to be handled at the level of the business owner and local communi-
ty with a district councilor serving as the facilitator. That being said it will take a very 
open minded person on the subject, one that is not biased or beholden to any organiza-
tions. I believe I am that person.

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be 
and why? 
A: I think Tulsa should adopt a more proactive zoning code system. We should be able 
to address specific issues in our city at specific moments. I would like to be able to cre-
ate “no city sales tax zones”. We are all aware of the desperate need of grocery stores 
and shopping centers in various parts of Tulsa. I believe we should completely remove 
all sales taxes on groceries, but that is not reasonable across the state case by case. 
That being said, I would like to remove the city portion of the sales tax in specific zones 
to spur economic growth and to eliminate some of the burden on working families and 
the elderly. It’s sad that a government would tax the food or clothes needed by a family. 
These are necessities, they should not be taxed.

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees? 
A: It is true that Tulsa does heavily rely on the collection of sales tax dollars to pay for 
city functions. This is an inconsistent way to fund a city because it relies so much on 
economic growth and stability. We could help slowly change that dependency, two ways 
come to mind. We could have safer roads while also creating new revenue streams by 
simply placing red light cameras at all major intersections in Tulsa.The system could 
be run with minimal personal. The other way to increase revenue without placing the 
burden on the citizens of Tulsa would be to help increase property values. The city 
could create an initiative to beautify the streets and neighborhood parks in our commu-
nity. I would like to have better relationships with HOAs to see how the City Council 
could assist with community projects.

TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Eric C. Turley
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Facebook:

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Questions
Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised Vision plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the 
Vision 2020 plan to pursue? 
A: - no response -
Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require 
additional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business 
A: - no response -
Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why? 
A: - no response -
Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees? 
A: - no response -
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Q: Some headway has been made in implementing elements of the original and 
revised plans. What do you believe is the most important part of the Vision 
2020 plan to pursue?

A: In District 7, the number one priority of Vision Tulsa is completion of the South Mingo 
Corridor project which includes widening South Mingo Rd. and widening 91st Street 
between Mingo Road and Memorial Drive. It’s imperative that neighborhood residents, 
schools, and business owners are informed, well in advance of construction, so they may 
prepare for the roadwork’s disruptions to daily routines. As City Councilor, I will person-
ally guarantee there is thorough and consistent communication to neighbors in District 
7 regarding these road projects. Another top priority is successful implementation of the 
promise to support teacher retention, recruitment and training at all three public school 
districts in Tulsa: Jenks, Tulsa, and Union. Finally, we need to fully realize the “Public 
Schools & Safety First Initiative” to ensure safe crossing for students and their families 
as well as improved communications between schools and first responders.

Q: With the passage of SQ788; medical marijuana dispensaries will require ad-
ditional regulatory and zoning requirements. Please detail the modifications 
to city code you believe necessary to accommodate the new line of business

A: The passage of SQ788 requires that Tulsa (and all municipalities) not change or re-
strict zoning regulations to prevent the sale of medical marijuana. The 2019 state leg-
islative session will guide much of the rules and regulations surrounding the sale and 
production of medical marijuana. In the meantime, the City Council and Mayor Bynum 
should use this time to review the best practices employed by cities similar in size and 
scope of Tulsa in the 30 states who have crossed this bridge before us. As a medicinal 
product, regulation of medical marijuana sales should be modeled upon similar regula-
tion of pharmacies that operate in commercially zoned areas.

Q: If you could change one thing in the city’s zoning code, what would it be and 
why?

A: In visiting with residents and business owners across District 7, the prevailing senti-
ment is that Tulsa’s zoning code should be simplified. Bureaucracy, delays and added 
expenses prevent progress. A pragmatic approach would be to revise the zoning code 
to minimize red tape and take into account the best interests of the neighborhood, city 
and property owners while also eliminating political influence on the decision making 
process. District 7 could also benefit from improved mixed use zoning to redevelop the 
commercial and retail corridors of the district. And we need future development plans in 
District 7 to include comprehensive plans for pedestrians and cyclists. Affordable hous-
ing is a major concern throughout Tulsa. I would also like to make sure that we are 
building mixed-income developments especially when approving future medium to high 
density housing developments.

Q: What can be done to change the city’s reliance on sales-tax and fees?

A: Oklahoma is the only state in our country where cities are primarily funded by sales 
taxes and fees. This unstable source of revenue makes it difficult for Tulsa to be well 
managed or for our leaders to make long range plans. We wind up spending a large por-
tion of tax payer money to offer costly incentives to attract retailers to come to Tulsa 
rather than locating in nearby suburbs. Oklahoma already has some of the highest sales 
taxes in the country and raising sales tax isn’t the answer to increasing revenues for 
Tulsa. Until the state legislature changes how cities in our state are funded we must find 
creative ways to capture as much local retail sales as possible. Encouraging Tulsans to 
shop within the city and promoting “shop local” initiatives throughout the year is help-
ful. Tulsa should partner with other cities and their leadership across Oklahoma to work 
with state legislators to improve the state laws concerning municipal funding. No idea 
should go unexplored, including using a portion of property and income taxes to fund rev-
enues at both the state and municipal levels. Other states have figured out how to keep 
taxes at a reasonable rate while fully funding core city and state services, we should too.

TULSA CITY 
COUNCILOR  
DISTRICT 7

Lori Decter Wright
Phone: 
(918) 852-3284

Address: 
8706 E. 86th Street 
Tulsa, OK 74133

Website(s): 
www.WrightForTulsa.com 
www.facebook.com/WrightForTulsa

Email:  
loridecterwright@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Lori currently volunteers as President 
of Shadow Ridge Neighborhood 
Homeowners’ Association and actively 
works to improve the quality of life for 
her neighbors. Lori regularly organizes 
community and charitable giving events 
such as pantry food donations, winter 
coat drives, and collecting furniture 
to help families in need. Her children 
attend Union Public Schools’ Cedar Ridge 
Elementary where she volunteers weekly 
in the classroom assisting students with 
reading and math, is a homeroom parent 
and actively participates with the PTA. 
Lori also serves as Board President for 
Spotlight on Opera, a training program 
for emerging artists. She regularly 
mentors local youth as they prepare 
for college. In 2016, Lori returned to 
the stage as a hobbyist, directing local 
musical theatre productions, performing 
around town, and singing the National 
Anthem for local events. Her husband 
works as an Oncology Nurse at Cancer 
Treatment Center of America. The 
Wrights are members of College Hill 

Presbyterian Church and Lori regularly 
shares her musical gifts with the 
congregation as well as will other local 
churches and community performance 
groups.

Education:  
Lori is a distinguished alumna of 
San Jose State University where she 
completed her undergraduate and 
graduate studies at the university’s 
School of Music and Dance. She holds a 
Bachelor of Music Degree in Voice and 
will obtain her Master of Arts Degree 
in Music pending presentation of a final 
vocal recital. A lifelong learner, Lori 
is a regular attendee of local, regional, 
and national conferences for nonprofit 
leaders and in April 2018 she completed 
the Standards of Excellence 2.0 Training 
presented by Oklahoma Center for 
Nonprofits.

Professional Experience:  
Lori Decter Wright currently serves 
as the Executive Director of Kendall 
Whittier Incorporated (KWI), a 
community-based nonprofit organization 
focused on food insecurity in Tulsa’s 
Kendall Whittier, The Pearl, and 
Crutchfield neighborhoods. KWI operates 
the only emergency food pantry in Tulsa 
that delivers free groceries to doors 
five days a week, 52 weeks a year. KWI 
also sponsors three organic community 
gardens for children and families to 
grow their own food. Through her 
work, Lori has built solid relationships 
with charitable foundations, corporate 
sponsors, and individual donors across 
the city and state. She collaborates 
with staff and hundreds of volunteers 
to ensure that thousands of Tulsans in 
need are fed and nourished. She has an 
excellent reputation for getting things 
done and for connecting folks to each 
other so that they can cooperatively 
work toward achieving positive outcomes 
for the people of Tulsa. Prior to joining 
Kendall Whittier Incorporated, Lori 
served Director of Education and 
Membership for Sweet Adelines 
International, a nonprofit association for 
women founded in Tulsa in 1948 which 
is headquartered near E. 91st Street 
and S. Yale Ave. During her seven years 
on the Executive Management Team, 
Lori helped lead the multi-million dollar 
organization to innovate new methods for 
delivering education, programming, and 
member benefits to its 23,000 members 
world-wide. She also strengthened its 
youth outreach programs and assisted 
communities across the globe with 
empowering young women through music 
education. A Tulsan by choice, Lori has 
lived here for 10 years, including seven in 
District 7. Prior to choosing Tulsa as the 
place to settle down and raise a family, 
Lori and her husband were professional 
opera singers based in the Silicon Valley. 
Lori is an award-winning singer and had 
a 15-year performance career with world-
class opera companies and symphonies 
across the United States and overseas. 
She is also a small business owner and 
has taught private voice lessons in her 
vocal studio for more than 20 years.
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TULSA COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER 
DISTRICT 1

Tulsa County Commissioner
Kevin Matthews (D)
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Professional Experience:  

Questions
Q: How do you propose that county resources be equitably divided among dis-
tricts and on what basis should decisions for use of resources be made? 
A: - no response -

Q: What do you believe are the top three biggest challenges facing the Tulsa 
County Commission? 
A: - no response -

Q: The Arkansas Levee system is in dangerous disrepair. What actions will 
you propose to fix the levee system? 
A: - no response -

TULSA COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER 
DISTRICT 1 

Stan Sallee (R)
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Professional Experience:  

Questions
Q: How do you propose that county resources be equitably divided among dis-
tricts and on what basis should decisions for use of resources be made? 
A: - no response -

Q: What do you believe are the top three biggest challenges facing the Tulsa 
County Commission? 
A: - no response -

Q: The Arkansas Levee system is in dangerous disrepair. What actions will 
you propose to fix the levee system? 
A: - no response -
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Tulsa County District Attorney
TULSA COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Steve Kunzweiler(R)
Phone:

Address: 
11612 S. Fulton Ave 
Tulsa, OK 74137

Campaign Address: 
P. O. Box 917 
Broken Arrow, OK 74013

Website(s): 
www.stevek4da.com 
www.facebook.com/stevek4da/ 

Email:  
stevek4da@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
ACTS - Christ the King Parish; San 
Lucas Mission, Guatemala; Bartlesville 
Area Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors

Education:  
BS - Agriculture Journalism, University 
of Missouri-Columbia; JD - Tulsa 
University

Professional Experience:  
Assistant District Attorney and District 
Attorney (1989 to present) 

Questions
Q: What is your opinion of “over charging” in a criminal matter?

A: Every case submitted by a law enforcement agency to the District Attorney must 
be able to establish at a minimum that “probable cause” exists that a defendant com-
mitted a crime. In fact, judges are obligated to verify the existence of this threshold 
standard for all persons arrested (or where an arrest warrant is requested). This legal 
safeguard insures that “over charging” does not happen. District Attorneys review 
police reports for the sufficiency of evidence, and many times elect to either not file a 
particular charge, or perhaps file a charge more relevant to the alleged facts. It is im-
proper for a law enforcement officer or for a prosecutor to “over charge” in order to gain 
an advantage in a criminal case. Prosecutors are designated as ministers of justice. It 
is our obligation to make sure that justice prevails - even in situations where evidence 
may be beneficial to a defendant. A practical reality in some cases however is that a 
defendant may in fact commit multiple crimes involving multiple victims, all of whom 
are entitled to justice. Ultimately, each defendant’s circumstances are fact specific and 
decisions upon what charge to file or not to file are dependent upon those individual 
facts and circumstances.

Q: What will be your policy regarding a police officer shooting an unarmed 
individual?

A: On a day-to-day basis law enforcement officers are placed in high-risk circumstances 
requiring near split second decision making choices. The law recognizes this dynamic 
in the United States Supreme Court decision of Graham v. Connor, which was decided 
in 1989. There, the Supreme Court outlined an “objective reasonableness” standard 
to analyze individual cases. The question to evaluate in use of force cases is whether 
the officer’s actions are objectively reasonable in light of the facts and circumstances 
confronting him / her. The reasonableness of a particular use of force incident must 
be evaluated from the perspective of a reasonable officer at the time. The Supreme 
Court emphasized that this determination must allow for the fact that officers are often 
forced to make split-second decisions about the amount of force necessary in a particu-
lar circumstance. As a 28.5 year veteran prosecutor I have reviewed and / or been a 
part of the decision making process in numerous use of force incidents. None of my op-
ponents have any of that experience. Each case must be reviewed as to its own unique 
facts and circumstances. My policy will remain consistent with the legal standard out-
lined by the United States Supreme Court.

Q: What, in your opinion, are the greatest challenges faced by the District 
Attorney and how will you deal with those challenges?

A: As a career prosecutor with nearly three decades of public service, the greatest chal-
lenge continues to be ensuring continued public safety while operating on a budget in 
which the state provides slightly less than 50% of the funds necessary to keep the doors 
open. The citizens of this state deserve to have its legislative leaders prioritize public 
safety as the core responsibility of government. It is frustrating when urban communi-
ties like Tulsa and Oklahoma City - which have higher major crime rates - struggle to 
pay prosecutors a salary equal to what entry-level police officers make at some depart-
ments. In order to combat this challenge I reconfigured the structure of the DA’s Office 
towards a vertical prosecution model. Now, we are more likely to retain experienced 
prosecutors who are becoming experts in major crimes prosecutions. Besides prosecut-
ing cases, DAs are also expected to serve as probation officers, fee collectors, and al-
ternative court monitors. Since becoming District Attorney I relocated our supervision 
office to the courthouse, which now saves taxpayers $72,000 annually. We continue to 
successfully emphasize the use of alternative courts like DUI & Drug Court, Veterans 
Court and Women in Recovery.
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TULSA COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Jenny Proehl-Day(D)
Phone: 
(918) 582-5444

Address: 
1405 W. San Antonio St. 
Broken Arrow, OK, 74012

Campaign Address: 
P.O. Box 4821 
Tulsa, OK 74159

Website(s): 
www.dayforda.com 
www.facebook.com/dayforda 
www.twitter.com/dayforda2018 

Email:  
dayforda@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
The Expungement Expo & Free Power of 
Attorney Event

Education:  
The University of Tulsa, 2004, Bachelor 
of Arts 
 The University of Tulsa College of Law, 
2011, Juris Doctorate.

Professional Experience:  
Former Prosecutor and current owner 
and operator of The Proehl-Day Law 
Firm. 

Questions
Q: What is your opinion of “over charging” in a criminal matter?

A: Over charging is an ongoing issue in Tulsa County. I believe this happens for two 
reasons; lack of training and for leverage. The first issue can be solved by ensuring 
new prosecutors receive proper training on how to file charges. The second issue, in my 
opinion, is far more concerning. It is a common practice to over charge in order to in-
duce defendants to enter into a plea bargain. We can ensure this practice ends by put-
ting in place a charging protocol. A prosecutor should only file charges which adequate-
ly describe the nature of the defendant’s conduct. Other offenses may be charged only 
if they are necessary to ensure the charges significantly enhance the strength of the 
state’s case at trial; or will result in restitution to all victims. A prosecutor should not 
overcharge to obtain a guilty plea. Overcharging includes charging a higher degree and 
charging unnecessary additional counts. This charging protocol is intended to direct 
prosecutors to charge those crimes which demonstrate the nature and seriousness of a 
defendant’s criminal conduct, but to decline to charge crimes which are not necessary 
to prove the nature and seriousness.

Q: What will be your policy regarding a police officer shooting an unarmed 
individual?

A: Any officer involved shootings will be handled by me or the first assistant. In 
Graham vs. Connor, The United States Supreme Court held the reasonableness of a 
particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on 
the scene. The calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that 
police officers are often forced to make split-second judgements in circumstances that 
are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving about the amount of force that is necessary 
in a particular situation. This is the law in which any officer involved shooting must be 
measured against and I will do exactly that. I will wait for the police to conduct their 
investigation, I will review the evidence, and I will make a charging decision based 
solely upon the facts. I will not hastily make charging decisions and I will not bend to 
the will of any one group. If the officer acted inappropriately I will prosecute them to 
the fullest extent of the law and If they acted within the parameters of their employ-
ment I will decline to file charges.

Q: What, in your opinion, are the greatest challenges faced by the District 
Attorney and how will you deal with those challenges?

A: I believe the greatest challenge faced by the District Attorney is the public’s desire 
for criminal justice reform and the office’s unwillingness to change the way it views 
criminal justice and its application. This unwillingness to change has created an at-
mosphere of mistrust between the public and the office. The public does not want a 
District Attorney who refuses to acknowledge our current system is not sustainable 
and is actually making our community less safe. I will engage in open, honest, and 
transparent communication and behavior that will show the constituents I hear them 
and I am working with them in order to make our community heathier and safer, with 
an emphasis on keeping families together. I will do this by instituting policies and 
procedures within the office that places the emphasis on cost saving alternatives to in-
carceration to achieve our community goals. Renewed confidence in the office will help 
with the implementation of community policing and community participation in the 
prosecution of criminal behavior.
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DISTRICT 14 
ASSOCIATE DISTRICT 
JUDGE

Cliff Smith
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Professional Experience:  

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: - no response -
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: - no response -
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: - no response -

Associate District Judge
DISTRICT 14 
ASSOCIATE DISTRICT 
JUDGE

Brian Crain
Phone:

Address:

Website(s):

Email: 

Volunteer Service:

Education: 

Professional Experience:  

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: - no response -
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: - no response -
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: - no response -
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DISTRICT 14 JUDGE 
OFFICE 1

Tom Sawyer
Phone: 
(918) 231-1267

Address: 
4356 S. 169th East Ave 
Tulsa, OK 74134 

Website(s): 
www.tomsawyerforjudge.com 
www.facebook.com/tomsawyerforjudge/

Email:  
contact@tomsawyerforjudge.com

Volunteer Service: 
I support a variety of charitable 
organizations each year. The 
organizations regularly support are 
the Tulsa Zoo and Crisis Pregnancy 
Outreach. I also spend time is spent 
being actively involved in my three 
children’s school and sport activities. 
Additionally, I am an engaged member of 
my church. 

Education:  
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles  
Juris Doctorate

Professional Experience:  
Assistant District Attorney Tulsa County 
Oct 2017—Present

Criminal Defense Attorney Self-
Employed Attorney Jan 2015—Oct 2017

Assistant District Attorney Tulsa County 
Jan 2013—Jan 2015

Attorney Stauffer & Nathan May 2009—
Mar 2012

Staff Attorney Lockridge Grindal Nauen 
Mar 2006—Feb 2009

Assistant County Attorney, Juvenile and 
Civil Divisions Carver County Jul 2006—
Feb 2007

Contract Attorney Ameriprise Financial 
Services Jan 2006—Mar 2006

Certified Law Clerk, Preliminary 
Hearing Unit Los Angeles District 
Attorney’s Office Jan 2005—Apr 2005

Volunteer Law Clerk, Sex Crimes 
Division Los Angeles District Attorney’s 
Office Apr 2004—Apr 2005

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: I think the issues of racial and gender bias extend well beyond the courts. Education 
is where we can impact change and I’ve always been an advocate and supporter of 
education. My mom was a public school teacher for 33 years. She instilled in me the 
love of knowledge and taught me that education can affect real change. As a public and 
private attorney, racial and sometimes gender bias were issues that I had to overcome 
with jury’s. We’ve come a long way, but I believe there is so much more to be done and I 
don’t want our judicial system to lose sight of that.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: As an ADA, there are always crimes we see that can ignite personal emotion for 
the victims, especially when victims are the most vulnerable in our society such as 
children and animals. Part of being a good ADA is learning to be acutely aware of those 
emotions to ensure personal feelings don’t influence decisions. Following the law is 
the most important aspect that weeds out any impartiality. As a judge, I think it’s the 
highest responsibility to follow the law and to that the judge needs to know the law. 
Personal feelings or opinions can never play a role.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: Part of having my own law practice required me to be a good steward of costs. Not 
only for my business, but more importantly for my clients. The number one factor that 
I found can lead to a quicker resolution is through good communication. Spending time 
explaining options, what to expect and how much time the process can take, really 
provide clients with the information they need to make the best decision for them. In 
legal situations, emotions on all sides run high and that’s when its most important to 
really listen and spend the time up front. Many times, people just want to be heard, so 
investing in people upfront prevents decisions that are based on emotion that can end 
up costing money for the parties involved and wasting resources in the system down 
the road.

District Judge
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Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: In order for the court, as a whole, to deal effectively with racial and gender bias 
judicial education is necessary to understand and prevent many types of bias including 
explicit, implicit, stereotypes and prejudices. I have completed an extensive course of 
study in judicial education taught by the National Judicial College focused on dealing 
effectively with racial and gender bias. Effectively dealing with racial and gender bias 
includes all aspects of the court system: the parties, lawyers, court staff and judges. I 
believe the court, as a whole, should provide and require all judges to complete such 
specialized training. The State of Oklahoma does require annual judicial education. 
The Judicial Branch of the State of Oklahoma, as a whole, also requires lawyers and 
judges to adhere to a code of conduct. Racial and gender bias in the courts must not be 
tolerated.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: The Oklahoma Code of Judicial Conduct provides in Rule 2.2 A judge shall uphold 
and apply the law, and shall perform all duties of judicial office fairly and impartially. 
The comments to Rule 2.2 include: a judge must interpret and apply the law without 
regard to whether the judge approves or disapproves of the law in question. In my 
experience, it is not uncommon for people in the community to ask a judge what his/her 
viewpoint is pertaining to a particular law in question. If asked this type of question, I 
handle the situation by stating that my duty as a judicial officer is to uphold and apply 
the law fairly and impartially without regard to whether I approve or disapprove of the 
law in question.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: I believe elected officials should be fiscal conservatives with taxpayer resources. As 
an elected State of Oklahoma Judicial Officer, I am a fiscal conservative. For example, 
in order to reduce costs of jury trials, I efficiently manage the trial so that necessary 
hearings which must be conducted outside the presence of the jury are conducted on 
days when the jury is not in session. My docket management includes scheduling of 
such hearings prior to the first day of trial. Therefore, when the jury is assembled, 
the trial is ready to proceed without delay. Also, when possible, I will call more than 
one jury trial during each jury session. Utilizing these types of trial management not 
only is fiscally conservative, but can also result in the Courts ability to add more jury 
sessions to the fiscal court calendar. The right to a jury trial is fundamental in the 
American judicial system. I strictly apply the law to protect the rights of all people, 
including jurors, parties, and witnesses. In my 8 years judicial experience, I have 
conducted 100+ Jury Trial matters consistently affirmed by the Courts of Appeal. I 
believe that a Judgment affirmed on appeal is very important to justice and is also 
fiscally conservative due to finality.

DISTRICT 14 JUDGE 
OFFICE 1

Caroline Wall
Phone: 
(918) 951-4732

Address: 
3123 Woodward Blvd. 
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Website(s): 
www.judgewall.com 
www.facebook.com/JudgeWallTulsa 
www.twitter.com/_JudgeWall

Email:  
vote@judgewall.com

Volunteer Service: 
Dedicated Public Servant, Lifetime 
Community Volunteer, First United 
Methodist Church, Church of St. Mary. 
Associations & Affiliations: Oklahoma 
Bar Association, Tulsa County Bar 
Association, Bench and Bar Committee, 
Tulsa County Bar Foundation (Fellow), 
Hudson-Hall-Wheaton American Inn 
of Court, Master of the Bench and 
national liaison, Past President, Junior 
League of Tulsa, Sustainer, Juliette 
Low Leadership Society, Member, 
Scholarship Committee to the Board of 
the Girl Scouts of Eastern Oklahoma, 
Resonance Center for Women, 
Member of the Board, Northwestern 
University Alumni Association, Loyola 
University of Chicago Law School 
Alumni Association, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Rotary Club of 
Downtown Tulsa, Federalist Society, 
American Legion, Post One, Auxiliary 
Member, Marine Corps League, Albert 
E. Schwab Detachment 857, Associate 
Member, Jane Heard Clinton Society to 
Arts Alliance Tulsa, Catholic Charities, 
City of Tulsa Community Food Garden, 
Alpha Chi Omega Alumni, Woman 

of the Year 2011, Supporter of AXO 
National Philanthropy to End Domestic 
Violence against Women. Tulsa Opera, 
President’s Council, 2009. Parent 
Volunteer: Girl Scouts, Marquette Home 
& School Assoc., Bishop Kelley, Edison 
High School. Member, Church of St. 
Mary; worships with family attending 
since childhood First United Methodist 
Church, downtown Tulsa, with Mother, 
Carole Ashcraft and the late Dr. Thomas 
L. Ashcraft.

Education:  
Loyola University of Chicago School 
of Law, J.D. 1990. Northwestern 
University, B.A. 1986. Tulsa Edison High 
School, 1982.

Professional Experience:  
Incumbent Elected District Judge, 
Office #1, Judicial District 14 (Tulsa 
County and Pawnee County). Twice 
Elected by the People. District Court 
Judge 8 years. Consistently Affirmed by 
Appeals Court. Chief of Civil Division 
2017. Judge Caroline Wall presides over 
Civil Matters of unlimited jurisdictional 
amount-$10,000 and above. Civil Judicial 
Docket includes Fraud, Wrongful Death, 
Contract disputes, Negligence, Real 
Property, Class Actions, etc). Judicial 
Experience includes 100+ Jury Trial 
dockets, Murder, Death Penalty and 
Wrongful Death. Consistently Affirmed 
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DISTRICT 14 
JUDGE OFFICE 2 
ELECTORAL 
DIVISION 3

Sharon Holmes
Phone: 

Address: 

Website(s): 

Email:  

Volunteer Service: 

Education:  

Professional Experience: 

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: - no response -
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: - no response -
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: - no response -

DISTRICT 14 
JUDGE OFFICE 2 
ELECTORAL 
DIVISION 3

Blake Shipley
Phone: 
(918) 510-7652

Address: 
10 E. Archer, Apt. 1416 
Tulsa, OK, 74103

Website(s): 
www.shipleyforjudge.com 
www.facebook.com/blakeshipleyforjudge

Email:  
info@shipleyforjudge.com

Volunteer Service: 
Youth Philanthropy Initiative, Mental 
Health Association of Oklahoma

Education:  
Syracuse University: B.A. Economics, 
B.A. English and Textual Studies

The University of Tulsa: Juris Doctor

Oklahoma State University: Master of 
Business Administration

Professional Experience:  
Attorney and Owner, Shipley Law PLLC, 
January 2018- Present -Represent clients 
in criminal law, real estate, and liability 
matters

Assistant Public Defender, Tulsa 
County Public Defender’s Office, August 
2012- October 2017 -Managed felony 
caseload from arraignment to resolution, 
including trial and motion practice, plea 
negotiation, and placement in alternative 
courts

Assistant District Attorney, Tulsa 
County District Attorney’s Office, August 
2012- August 2014 -Managed juvenile 
deprived, juvenile delinquent and 
misdemeanor dockets; tried deprived, 
delinquent, and misdemeanor cases in 
jury and non-jury settings

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: The court maintains a reactive and therefore ineffective approach to systemic bias. 
Unfortunately, racial and gender biases are present in our culture and therefore 
present in our courts. Socio-economic status is also an area of bias and concern 
because poor people are more likely to become involved with the courts and tend to 
be left disproportionately worse off. Within the realm of criminal law, biases (known 
and unknown) impact cases as soon as police reports are written. Many practitioners 
in Tulsa County are reluctant to admit these problems exist. In addition to this 
awareness divide, Tulsa County needs to address the lag time between problem 
identification and solution implementation. Change should occur proactively, as soon 
as bias-driven consequences are identified. Bail reform was identified as a pressing 
issue years ago, but only now that a federal lawsuit is pending, it appears that judges 
are finally acknowledging the need for change. If judges continue to behave reactively 
such as this, the manner in which they address racial, gender, and socio-economic bias 
in the criminal justice system will not be meaningful.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: Emotionality is the enemy of impartiality. I know that many readers have 
surely shared my frustration when a referee makes a call that favors the team with 
momentum in the fourth quarter of a basketball game. This is an example of human 
emotion overcoming professionalism and ethics. Similar situations occur in the 
courtroom when a piece of evidence may be particularly compelling to the party the 
judge relates with, but the important thing is that the judge render a decision that’s 
based on an impartial application of the facts of the case to the law. My approach would 
be to constantly question my own decision-making process and eliminate influence from 
emotion. Additionally, when I was an Assistant Public Defender and Assistant District 
Attorney, I noticed that some judges prohibit certain attorneys from practicing in their 
courtroom. I believe this to be another instance in which emotionality obstructs justice. 
As a District Judge, I simply would not practice in that way; it’s important to keep ego 
outside of the courtroom.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: As a private practitioner, I am constantly evaluating my business to ensure 
expenses are serving the purpose of the firm: to create revenue. If expenses don’t serve 
that purpose, they should be cut. Similarly, our courthouse should be ran in a way that 
helps deliver justice to the people of Tulsa County. If costs exist which don’t serve that 
purpose, they should be cut. Tulsa County spends about $40 million annually keeping 
a constant rotation of approximately 1,500 people in the county jail. This inmate 
group is largely non-violent and is waiting for their cases to be heard as opposed to 
serving a jail sentence. By investing resources in providing a meaningful bond hearing 
at the beginning of each case, Tulsa County can save millions by getting non-violent 
poor people out of jail. As it stands, judges set bail with a one-size-fits-all model that 
doesn’t account for people’s ability to pay, so people with money bond out and people 
without money are trapped in jail. This encourages cyclical poverty, and it is also an 
unnecessary waste of taxpayer dollars.
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DISTRICT 14 
JUDGE OFFICE 3

Jim Caputo
Phone: 
(918) 850-8530

Address: 
13305 E. 89th St. N. 
Owasso, OK, 74055

Website(s): 
www.facebook.com/JudgeJamesCaputo/

Email:  
Jamesmcaputo1@aol.com

Volunteer Service: 
Knights of Columbus

Education:  
BS Criminal Justice and Corrections 
Juris Doctor University or Tulsa

Professional Experience:  
Private practice 1999-2011 
Municipal Judge, City of Collinsville 
2001-2011 
Elected District Judge 2011-present

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: I can only speak as to my courtroom. I have never exercised a bias or prejudice in 
my decisions and my record will support my claim. I have said that each defendant 
could appear before totally shrouded from head to toe because it is from the facts 
circumstances and the law that I make my decisions.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: I was a former deputy sheriff faced with presiding over a case involving an accused 
deputy sheriff. While I felt I was able to preside over that case without bias or prejudice 
I eventually recused due to the possible public perception.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: I presided over many prison diversion programs. Upon successful completion of 
these programs i am fair yet firm with my sentencing practices. I strongly consider 
reducing or suspending the thousands of dollars in fines and costs so that the 
successful participant does not have the anxiety levels once on their own that often 
leads to recidivism and additional costs to the state.

DISTRICT 14 
JUDGE OFFICE 3

Tracy Priddy
Phone: 
(918) 261-3491

Address: 
8596 E. 104th St. 
Tulsa, OK, 74133

Website(s): 
www.tracypriddy.com 
www.facebook.com /
tracypriddy4districtjudge2018

Email:  
tracypriddyfordistrictjudge@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Jenks Public Schools Foundation - Chair 
of Acquisitions Committee for Auction; 
Jenks Volleyball - parent volunteer; 
South Tulsa Baptist Church - active 
member, missions volunteer

Education:  
BS - Texas Christian University (1994) 
JD - University of Tulsa College of Law 
(1997)

Professional Experience:  
Tulsa County DA’s Office - Assistant 
District Attorney (1997-2002)

Allstate Insurance Company - Senior 
Trial Attorney (2002-2009)

Steidley & Neal, PLLC - Litigation 
Attorney (2009-Present)

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: Racial and gender bias remains in our courts today because institutional bias has 
not yet been effectively addressed. Although there have been improvements and strides 
made within the courts to address it, the court system as a whole is still primarily filled 
with males and non-minorities, particularly in higher positions. This is not necessarily 
reflective of the percentage of women and minorities who hold legal degrees and 
licenses to practice law. I am not disparaging those who currently hold these positions 
nor do I believe they must all be replaced, but without having experienced the bias that 
women and minorities have experienced, it is difficult to address all types of matters 
in the system from the minority gender or racial perspective. Engagement with gender 
and racial minorities and education of those who have not experienced racial or gender 
bias is the key to effectively dealing with this bias. Encouraging and gender and racial 
minorities to get involved to provide that much needed interaction and education will 
result in the courts dealing with these issues more effectively.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: The public deserves to have trust in those elected to the bench that they will 
administer justice and handle dockets free from even the appearance of bias. Oklahoma 
statutes provide for disqualification when a party can demonstrate the judge has a 
bias, but I believe it is incumbent upon a judge to identify any possible conflict at the 
outset and be transparent concerning any potential impact it may have on their ability 
to remain impartial. As a practicing attorney in Tulsa for over 20 years I’ve worked 
with many attorneys and represented hundreds of people in the district. I don’t think 
that automatic recusal is warranted in every situation, but the parties and counsel 
deserve to know of the relationship. Should an attorney or litigant with whom I had a 
prior professional relationship have a matter on my docket, I would immediately hold 
a conference with counsel and without waiving confidentiality, advise of the nature of 
the prior relationship and my thoughts on my ability to remain fair and impartial. Of 
course there will be certain instances when I would need to immediately recuse, but in 
other instances, disclosure and discussion may be sufficient to ensure impartiality is 
preserved.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: Cost reduction is a priority for all involved in litigation. I handle cases that are 
destined to be decided by a judge or jury and I handle far more cases that should be 
resolved through alternative dispute resolution such as mediation or early settlement. 
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At the outset of each case, I evaluate and make recommendations to clients as to what 
category the case belongs and devise a specific plan according to the ultimate resolution 
goal, which saves costs. Work performed on cases to go to trial is very different than 
work for cases going to mediation. Valuable time and resources are not expended on 
matters that may only need specific pieces of information gathered in order to proceed 
to mediation. In contrast when there is very little or no chance of a case resolving 
through settlement, time and resources are not wasted sitting in mediation or early 
settlement. When it appears a case can be resolved through settlement, I determine 
whether private mediation or application to the free Early Settlement Program will be 
the best avenue for resolving the matter.

DISTRICT 14 
JUDGE OFFICE 9

Chris Brecht
Phone: 
(918) 261-4767

Address: 
1800 South Baltimore Avenue, Ste. 900 
Tulsa, OK 74119

Website(s): 
www.electbrecht.com 
www.facebook.com/electbrecht

Email:  
elect.brecht.2018@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Oklahomans for Equality 
Tulsa CARES 
Vizavance (formerly Prevent Blindness 
Oklahoma)

Education:  
Oklahoma State University, B.A. 
Journalism-Broadcasting

University of Tulsa, College of Law, Juris 
Doctorate

Professional Experience: 

Tulsa County Public Defender’s Office

Robinett, Murphy & Shrier

Richards & Connor

Perrine, Redemann, Berry, Taylor & 
Sloan, PLLC

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: As a whole, I believe the courts, in Tulsa County, are mindful of racial and gender 
biases and make conscious efforts to provide equal access to justice to everyone, 
regardless of their race or gender. I also believe, though, that certain offices and 
individuals on the bench possess more evident and apparent biases, which extend 
across more than simply racial and gender lines; however, the judiciary, as a whole, I 
believe is taking active steps to counter racial and gender bias.

Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: Socially and even professionally, I have been blessed to be an advocate for minority 
groups that are routinely discriminated against, on issues such as race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, etc. I can envision a situation where I would be presiding over 
cases involving discrimination towards one or more of these groups of people. If the 
case presented a scenario where there would be an appearance of impropriety, I would, 
of course, recuse to preserve the integrity of the office, regardless of my actual ability to 
be impartial. If, on the other hand, the matter was simply a case where personal beliefs 
caused concern to the litigants, I believe I could put aside my own ideology for the 
purpose of correctly administering the law, regardless of how I feel about the subject 
matter. Impartiality is a daily choice and a truly effective judge is able to separate 
personal beliefs and strictly apply the law.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: I think that we could be using technology in an even more efficient way than we 
currently are. While it may not be the biggest drain on the budget, traditional paper 
filings do cost significantly to both firms and the court. We should be submitting 
these documents electronically, as much as possible. Additionally, attendance at 
hearings and other matters other than trial could be accommodated through video 
conferences, saving time and money, especially when parties must travel to attend. 
In my own practice, I try to utilize technology as much as possible to reduce hard 
costs and, also, to save time and resources that would have to be apportioned to my 
clients. Additionally, I believe that we should be doing an even more thorough job of 
analyzing an individual’s indigent status before appointing attorneys in cases, which 
would, potentially, reduce the strain on the Court Fund. I myself, have occasionally 
represented individuals that could afford to pay legal service, but were not required to, 
and those funds came from court resources. Further, while reducing daily costs is an 
important and necessary concern, I also believe that more fundraising efforts could be 
pursued, so that there are more funds available.
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Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: Judges are governed by the Code of Judicial Conduct, Rule 2.3 which provides: “a 
judge shall perform the duties of judicial office without bias or prejudice” and “a judge 
shall not, by words or conduct manifest bias or prejudice, or engage in harassment 
based upon race, sex, gender, national origin, ethnicity, sexual orientation” The judges 
and staff in the courthouse reflect the gender, racial and sexual orientation of our 
community and I extend courtesy, respect and unbiased treatment to all who appear 
before me.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: Judges must be aware of the potential for bias when dealing with issues or types of 
cases that are morally or personally inconsistent with the judge’s values. I am mindful 
of the language in Rule 2.2 of the Code that  “although each judge comes to the bench 
with a unique background and personal philosophy, a judge must interpret and apply 
the law without regard to whether the judge approves or disapproves of the law in 
question.” I have strictly followed this standard throughout my 22-year judicial career 
and I have been honored for doing so with the  “Golden Rule Award” for excellence in 
the legal profession, the  “National Judge of the Year Award,” the  “Oklahoma Trial 
Judge of the Year, “ the  “Pinnacle Award” for public service, the  “Legal Outreach 
Award” from the Mental Health Association, the  “James Lang Mentoring Award” for 
providing guidance and support to aspiring attorneys and numerous other recognitions 
for my advocacy of fair and equal treatment for all.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: Moving cases through the judicial system efficiently and expeditiously, without 
compromising a thorough consideration of each case, allows the parties to reduce 
the expenses of litigation. I have implemented a case management system on my 
civil docket that has allowed me to reduce my case-load by half from the time I first 
assumed this docket. Processing the cases promptly results in the resolution of cases 
more quickly and brings closure to the people whose lives are caught up in a legal 
dispute and it allows businesses to move beyond the impediment of litigation and focus 
of productivity. I monitor every one of my cases regularly to be sure that each case is 
progressing through the system properly.
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Linda Morrissey
Phone: 
(918) 645-5733

Address: 
1648 S. Boston 
Tulsa, OK, 74119

Website(s): 
www.judgemorrissey.com 
www.facebook.com/judgemorrissey2018

Email:  
reelectjudgemorrissey@gmail.com

Volunteer Service: 
Boston Avenue Methodist Church

American Inns of Court, past president (

United States Naval Academy Parents 
Association, Secretary

Boy Scouts of America, Indian Nations 
Council, Executive Board Member, 
Assistant to both sons’ Boy Scouts troops

Assistant to daughter’s Girl Scout Troop

Tulsa Public Schools Community 
Advisory Council

Executive Committee for the Booker T. 
Washington Parent Teacher Association

Oklahoma Commission for Children and 
Youth, former Commissioner

Tulsa Civil Service Commission, Former 
Commissioner

Tulsa County Bar Association and 
Oklahoma Bar Association

Oklahoma Bar Association Real Property 
Division Section, past chairman

Tulsa Title and Probate Lawyers, past 
president

Civil Procedure and Evidence Committee

A founding Member of “Generation Text” 
which lobbied legislature for restrictions 
on texting while driving resulting in the 
first enactment of a law banning texting 
and driving

Provided seminar on legal consequences 
of Cyberbullying for churches and school 
counselor

Education:  
B.S. Education (1975)

M.S. Guidance Counseling (1977)

J.D. Law (1980)

Professional Experience:  
1998-Present - Tulsa County District 
Judge

1995-1998 - Tulsa County Special 
District Judge

1992-1995 - Appellate Attorney at Court 
of Civil Appeals

1991-1992 - Attorney for Resolution 
Trust Corporation

1082-1991 - Private practice in Real 
Property, Probate, General Civil 
Litigation, Oil and Gas

1980-1981 - Division Order Analyst at 
Cities Service Company

1980- Associate Attorney at Kothe, 
Nichols, Wolfe, Attorneys-a- Law
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Martha Rupp Carter
Phone: 
(918) 830-4837

Address: 
312 E. 29th Pl. 
Tulsa, OK, 74114

Website(s): 
www.judgecarter2018.com 
www.facebook.com/JudgeCarter2018

Email:  
judgecarter2018@gmail.com

Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: I would say generally not although the main problem with access to justice is the 
expense of legal representation. Persons of low economic means, including many 
minorities and women, cannot afford legal representation; they are not entitled to 
court-appointed attorneys except in criminal cases. Systemic social issues and resulting 
economic disparity for these groups impede the court’s ability to deal effectively with 
racial and gender bias. For example, the number of incarcerated women is higher in 
Oklahoma than other states. The court’s role in sentencing is a factor in the higher 
level. On the civil side, absent meeting stringent requirements to qualify for legal 
aid, persons must represent themselves in a variety of matters ranging from eviction 
proceedings, child custody proceedings, to protective orders. Lack of ability to obtain 
legal representation likely negatively impacts outcomes in court. Although I do not 
believe the courts are racially or gender motivated, I do believe the economic disparity 
is a real stumbling block to access to justice for these groups.
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: After being appointed judge, I deliberately disassociated from political groups 
to remove appearance of partiality. I routinely disqualify from handling cases from 
the law firm in which my husband works to avoid impacting the appearance of 
impartiality. One case I handled involved a party represented by an attorney who 
was my tennis partner. I advised the other attorney about the relationship and told 
him I would disqualify from the case if he had concerns. Because I was open about the 
relationship and ready to step aside, the attorney was satisfied for me to continue. 
When potential issues of partiality or prejudice arise, my practice is to be open about 
issues that legitimately create concerns, advise the parties and their attorneys, and 
allow them the opportunity to voice their views and any request for me to disqualify. In 
this campaign for elected judicial office, I see concerns may be raised due to attorneys 
who appear before me and either helped my campaign or my opponent’s. My plan is to 
continue to be open and appropriately responsive to such issues. Judicial impartiality 
and nonpartisanship are the bedrock of our system of justice. I have not and would not 
act in a way that erodes its foundation.
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: Costs of judicial administration could be reduced if the judicial system were modified 
to call for mediation efforts prior to litigation, or, more collaborative processes in some 
areas such as in family law matters of divorce, property division, and child custody. 
Our advocacy system is not conducive to lowering costs. Individuals, including those of 
the upper middle class and even middle class, cannot afford complex litigation costs. 
Judges have only a limited ability to impact this. In such cases, I would encourage 
early mediation efforts before incurred costs and attorney fees make cases impossible 
to settle. To avoid increasing costs, I call my dockets timely, deal as efficiently with 
those dockets as I can, and often work late or though lunch to complete matters 
timely. For example, on the Protective Order docket that I now handle, I take attorney 
announcements on their cases before I call all the cases on the docket. This often frees 
the attorneys whose cases are not to be heard at that time and helps their clients avoid 
increased attorney fees from needless waiting.
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Questions
Q: What are your views on whether the court, as a whole, deals effectively 
with racial and gender bias?
A: - no response -
Q: Judicial impartiality and nonpartisanship are key to securing the public’s 
trust and respect for the office. Describe a situation you might be faced with 
which could compromise your impartiality or nonpartisanship and how you 
would handle it.
A: - no response -
Q: How could the costs of judicial administration be reduced? Please give a 
specific example of how you have reduced costs in your law practice/court?
A: - no response -

Volunteer Service: 
My community activities are provided 
primarily through the Tulsa County Bar 
Association and the Tulsa County Bar 
Foundation. The community activities 
are wide-ranging and worthwhile, and, 
allow me as a judge to be ethical in 
my involvement. Judges must be very 
careful in their conduct; for example, 
they cannot be involved in fundraising 
for any organization. In this regard, I 
have served for a number of years on 
the Foundation’s Community Outreach 
and Law Day Committees. Community 
Outreach work entails service for the 
Salvation Army’s Day Center for the 
Homeless and the Community Food 
Bank. Law Day involves a number 
of annual activities to promote and 
celebrate the rule of law and our 
system of justice. For many years, I 
have presented a mock trial, the Three 
Bears v. Gold E. Locks, for elementary 
school-aged children. This year, it was 
for the three third grade classes of 
Elliott Elementary School. I chaired this 
year’s Law Day Committee and added a 
number of activities including a Law Day 
book club with three sessions to discuss 
books providing different perspectives on 
the rule of law and sponsorship of a one-
time showing of a film documentary, “100 
Years” at the Circle Cinema.

Education:  
Oklahoma State University, B.A., with 
honors in English

University of Oklahoma College of Law

Professional Experience:  
I have served as Special Judge for the 
Tulsa County District Court for over 
seven years in four different divisions 
of the Court, including Family, Civil, 
Preliminary Hearings, and presently 
Protective Orders. Before judicial service, 
I worked in private practice for about 
five years with a law firm in legal areas 
including litigation. I also served local 
government entities including the City of 
Tulsa in its Legal Department ultimately 
as its City Attorney and also the Tulsa 
City-County Health Department as its 
general counsel.
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As one of the nation’s oldest and most 
respected volunteer-led, nonpartisan 
organizations, the League of Women Voters 
works to empower and educate voters in the 
democratic process and foster fully researched, 
fact-based decision-making in public policy.
We envision a democracy where every citizen 
has the desire, the right, the knowledge and 
the confidence to participate.
We believe that when informed voters take part 
in our democracy, better solutions result.

The League of Women Voters of Metropolitan 
Tulsa offers many free public services, 
including:
 » Voters’ Guides for all elections 
 » Speakers Bureau 
 » Voter Registration 
 » Candidate Forums 
 » Issues Forums 
 » Directory of Government Officials 
 » Pocket-size edition of the U.S. Constitution

Get involved - Become a member or volunteer 
today!

LEARN MORE AND SUPPORT OUR WORK AT 
LWVTULSA.ORG



TAKE THIS VOTER GUIDE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

LWVTULSA.ORG & VOTE411.ORG

MAKE YOUR 
VOICE HEARD
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CANDIDATES WHO 
ARE RUNNING TO REPRESENT YOU!

1910 S Lewis Ave. Tulsa, OK 74104


