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In addition to providing nonpartisan voter information on issues, the League regularly does the research and study 
that leads to membership consensus and a position on important public policies. The League’s positions lead us to 
speak out on two of the six proposed state questions that will appear on the November 6, 2012 ballot.  
 
 

Ends Affirmative Action in State Employment, Education and Contracting 
STATE QUESTION NO. 759    Legislative Referendum No. 359 
 

This measure adds a new section to the State Constitution. It adds Section 36 to Article II. 
 
The measure deals with three areas of government action. These areas are employment, education and contracting.  
 
In these areas, the measure does not allow affirmative action programs. Affirmative action programs give preferred treatment based on 
race, color or gender. They also give preferred treatment based on ethnicity or national origin. Discrimination on these bases is also not 
permitted.  
 
The measure permits affirmative action in three instances. 1. When gender is a bonafide qualification, it is allowed. 2. Existing court 
orders and consent decrees that require preferred treatment will continue and can be followed. 3. Affirmative action is allowed when 
needed to keep or obtain federal funds. 
 
The measure applies to the State and its agencies. It applies to counties, cities and towns. It applies to school districts. It applies to other 
State subdivisions. 
 
The measure applies only to actions taken after its approval by the people. 
 
SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED? 
FOR THE PROPOSAL — YES 
AGAINST THE PROPOSAL — NO 
 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OPPOSES THIS QUESTION BECAUSE: 
 

 In states that have eliminated affirmative action, well-qualified minorities and women were less likely to advance to managerial 
positions, reductions in hiring of women were dramatic, construction awards to businesses owned by minorities and women 
decreased substantially, and admission of women and minorities to universities and graduate schools dropped significantly.   

 If the question is passed, court challenges would be costly to the state with taxpayer dollars required for legal fees and court 
charges. 

 Affirmative action does not create quotas; it builds diversity by encouraging well-qualified women and minorities to apply for 
jobs, promotions, government contracts, and quality higher education. 
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Removes Governor from parole process for most non-violent offenders 
STATE QUESTION NO. 762    Legislative Referendum No. 360 
 
This measure amends Section 10 of Article 6 of the Oklahoma Constitution. It changes current law, decreasing the power and authority 
of the Governor by removing the Governor from the parole process for persons convicted of certain offenses defined as nonviolent 
offenses. It enlarges the power and authority of the Pardon and Parole Board by authorizing that Board, in place of the Governor, to 
grant parole to persons convicted of certain offenses defined as nonviolent offenses. 
 
The Legislature defines what offenses are nonviolent offenses and the Legislature may change that definition. 
 
The measure authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to recommend to the Governor, but not to itself grant, parole for persons 
convicted of certain offenses, specifically those offenses identified by law as crimes for which persons are required to serve not less 
than eighty-five percent of their sentence prior to being considered for parole and those designated by the Legislature as exceptions to 
nonviolent offenses. For those offenses for which persons are required to serve a minimum mandatory period of confinement prior to 
being eligible to be considered for parole, the Pardon and Parole Board may not recommend parole until that period of confinement 
has been served. 
 
SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED?  
FOR THE PROPOSAL — YES 
AGAINST THE PROPOSAL — NO 
 
 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS SUPPORTS THIS QUESTION BECAUSE: 
 

 The State of Oklahoma will join all other states in the nation by removing the governor from the parole process for non-violent 
offenders.  

 It will reduce costs by eliminating delays and will reduce the strain on the parole system by making the early parole process for 
non-violent offenders more effective and efficient.  

 It will allow the governor to focus attention on parole cases that raise genuine public safety considerations. 

 The League of Women Voters of Oklahoma has long supported the complete removal of the governor from the parole process 
and sees this measure as a step in the right direction.  


