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The following ideas, suggestions and requests were captured in a League of Women Voters Community
Conversation on the Tulsa Public Schools’ Project Schoolhouse proposals.

Only elementary school in the vicinity.

Wrap-around programs essential to the community: John 3:16 Family & Children Center, Oneok
partnership, National Guard, Boston Ave Methodist.

Special education programs need to be returned.

The facility is respected by the community.

Community loyalty.

Safe environment.

Caring staff; Staff works as a team with the community.

Learn from past experiences of school closing.

Historic value to the neighborhood.

What is the TPS definition of a “quality school.”

Very critical to the neighborhood.

Evaluate the transfer policy/process

Neighborhood school is especially important for elementary students.

Booker T. Washington and Carver transfer zone should be reconsidered.

Has TPS taken a hard look at administrative cost control?

Has the cost/benefit of increased transportation costs been considered?

Increase in transportation cost to students and parents if school is closed.

Many students and parents are able to walk to Burroughs.

Convenience of a neighborhood school to attend after school events.

Students are penalized if buses run late; Reliability of transportation system questioned.
Inequities with the school system — need to level the playing field.

Daycare providers are dependent on the school population.

What is the economic impact to the community from the lack of a neighborhood school?
Concern about vandalism to property if vacant.

Public transportation not sufficient to serve the community.

Need summer enrichment programs.

What about year around school?

What is the economic impact to a community that has had school closings? Impact to area
businesses and housing market — should be prepared by the Tulsa Chamber and be publically
available.

If closed, the recent improvements to Burroughs from the bond issue would be wasted.
How would earmarked or unused bond funds for further improvements be redirected?
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Technology is up-to-date and is well utilized.

What happens to the concerns and issues expressed at this meeting?
Consider moving students from south to north.

Why does it appear there is a north side emphasis to the closings?
Transfer policy negatively impacts north side schools.

There should be no north side schools closed.

The national political tone on the local decision process.

Will busing increase within the system due to the closings?

Improve access to buses.

Will activity buses be reinstated?

Classroom size — will they be impacted with the proposed reorganization?
What about consolidation? Keep fewer schools open in the area.
Recognize and respect the reality of cultural differences.

Publish cost/benefit analysis of transportation.

Effect on alternative education solutions (charter schools)?

Is there equity with the magnet program?

Reevaluate intra-district transfer policy.

Evaluate teacher effectiveness.

What about utilization of closed schools? Community ownership?
Corporate management of public schools?

Impact of pre-K and kindergarten round-up?

Why is the timeline so short?

Possible negative impact of the uncertainty and change on the attitude, physical and mental
health of the students.



