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The League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa Opposes State-Sponsored Attempts to 

Disenfranchise Oklahoma Voters 

TULSA—The League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa will continue its fight against the state’s 

efforts to disenfranchise Oklahoma voters despite today’s ruling throwing out the lawsuit opposing 

State Question 746, which would require voters to present identification before casting ballots, and 

State Question 751, which would require state business to be conducted only in English. 

Tulsa Attorney James C. Thomas will file another lawsuit after the Nov. 2 election seeking to have the 

questions ruled unconstitutional and therefore prohibiting the state from enforcing them. The League of 

Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa will again join plaintiffs Delilah Christine Gentges, the League of 

Women Voters of Oklahoma, and the Coalition of Hispanic Organizations in the suit. 

“Both of these state questions are solutions in search of a problem,” said Gloria Caldwell, vice president, 

League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa. “They are also over-broad, casting too wide a net that 

will disenfranchise many of our elderly, poor and minority citizens who have an unquestionable right to 

vote. Research shows voter ID requirements encourage racial and ethnic discrimination at polling places, 

prevent eligible voters from participating in our democracy, limit turnout, and do very little to stop 

genuine instances of voter impersonation. And, so far as an  English-only measure would affect voting, it 

would serve only to deprive American citizens of the right to vote simply because they may speak a 

minority language,” Caldwell said. 

“The right to vote, and to have your vote counted, is the most important civil right we have.  State 

governments should be in the business of encouraging full participation in our democracy, not 

developing ways to limit the right to vote,” said Tina Peña, vice president, Coalition of Hispanic 

Organizations.  

The number of people who could be disenfranchised by State Question 746 is daunting. According to 

press reports, about 78,000 Oklahomans do not have the required identification. The burden will be 

greatest for those people – including the elderly, low-income, minority, homeless, and handicapped – 

for whom it is most cost prohibitive and inconvenient to take off work, get transportation, stand in line, 

and apply for the documentation. In many cases, these individuals don’t have the underlying  
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documentation that is needed to get a photo ID. In other words, this requirement would disenfranchise 

the very people who already must work the hardest to vote.  

“Any proposal that raises barriers to voting is a fear-based approach, not a rational policy,” said Deborah 

Langley, president, League of Women Voters of Oklahoma.  “The League will continue to oppose any 

measure that would require voter ID or English-only voting administration and will instead focus on 

actions that would help improve polling place operations, foster effective training and recruitment of 

poll workers, and make election administration more efficient, secure and accurate,” Langley said.  

 

For more information contact the following: 

Gloria Caldwell, vice president, League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa, 918-747-8172 

Tina Pena, vice president, Coalition of Hispanic Organizations, 918-381-8610 

Deborah Langley, League of Women Voters of Oklahoma, 405-232-8683 

James C. Thomas, Tulsa attorney, 918-631-3051 

 

About the League 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and 

active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and to 

influence public policy through education and advocacy. 
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