
 
 
 

Community Conversations: Emerson Elementary School  
April 19, 2011 

 
The following ideas, suggestions and requests were captured in a League of Women Voters Community 
Conversation on the Tulsa Public Schools’ Project Schoolhouse proposals. 
 

 Advantage at Emerson is its proximity to OSU Tulsa campus with urban education program 

as potential partner. 

 Up-to-date technology has been successfully implemented at Emerson. 

 Open classroom concept WORKS.  

 Emerson has unique environment and is essential to community. 

 Volunteering is strong at school. 

 Emerson is attentive to the special needs of the community. 

 School provides strong social skills education. 

 Wrap-around programs, such as community schools offer, are possible only when school has 

adequate enrollment (not possible with low enrollment schools). 

 Special education is successful at Emerson. 

 Partners-in-education has a long term impact on students. 

 Would like to restore elementary magnet school. 

 Why does school closing process have to move so fast? Doesn’t phasing in change make 

more sense? 

 Set up single grade centers similar to suburban schools, such as Union. 

 Not sure how the program will be implemented. 

 Open classroom concept enables a small class size benefit when teachers have opportunity 

to work as a team. 

 Programs at elementary level need to prepare students for secondary magnet schools.  

 Expand fine arts programs (such as Girls Arts School) in elementary schools. 

 How will transfer policy change with consolidation? 

 Emerson has tradition of arts/music integration in the classroom and it works. 

 Emerson extracurricular family activities encourage whole family involvement. 

 Would like to expand the availability of community schools (wraparound services available). 

 Leave Emerson open! 

 The experience and/or performance of schools should be considered when making decisions 

about school closings. 
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 If Emerson closes, where would students from downtown Tulsa attend school? 

 Strong early education builds foundation for higher grades. 

 Uncertainty about school closing could result in flight to private education. 

 Bigger size schools will not solve the basic problems of schools in Tulsa. 

 Add language education to elementary. 

 Concern about changes in school leadership with change. 

 Quality education needed for all schools (such as Chinese language/culture). 

 Demonstrated support of partners in education and their investment in faculty make 

difference at Emerson. 

 How will students be prepared for the change ahead? 

 Concern about security and safety in the consolidation of lower grades with high school and 

increase in student population.  

 Worried about the expense of having to buy new uniforms due to change. 

 How will support staff and teaching assistants be impacted by consolidation and will they 

lose jobs? 

 Does the current loss of art programs in schools contribute to dropping test scores? 

 Will longer time traveling on bus if school is farther away change school start time? 

 What about transportation for family to after-school activities if school is farther away? 

 


